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MOB STORMS U.S. CAPITOL 


Stamp on 
electoral 
vote goes 
into night 
Leaders resolute 


after disruption 
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WASHINGTON — Con- 
gress returned to work late 
Wednesday to complete the 
process of tallying the Elec- 
toral College votes and con- 
firming President-elect Joe 
Biden’s election win, hours 
after the procedure was 
halted by an unprecedented 
breach of the U.S. Capitol 
by storming supporters of 
President Donald Trump. 

In a show of defiance 
and resolve, House Speak- 
er Nancy Pelosi said she 
had consulted with House 
leaders, the Pentagon, the 
Justice Department and 
Vice President Mike Pence 
and concluded that Con- 
gress should move ahead 
with the proceedings that 
the rioters had interrupted 
earlier in the day. 

“Today a shameful as- 
sault was made on our de- 
mocracy. It was anointed at 
the highest level of govern- 
ment. It cannot, however, 
deter us from our respon- 
sibility to validate the elec- 
tion of Joe Biden,” wrote 
Pelosi, D-Calif. 

As he reopened the Sen- 
ate chamber, Pence decried 
“the dark day in the history 
of the United States Capi- 
tol.” 

“To those who wreaked 
havoc in our Capitol today, 
you did not win. Violence 
never wins. Freedom wins. 
This is still the people’s 
house,” Pence said. 

“They tried to disrupt 
our democracy. They 
failed,” Sen. Majority Lead- 
er Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
added. 

Under pressure from 
their colleagues, some Re- 
publicans who had planned 
several hours of objections 
to Biden’s victory agreed 
to drop their challenges, 
although Sen. Josh Hawley 
of Missouri pressed forward 
with a challenge to Penn- 
sylvania’s electors, forcing 
both chambers into another 
round of debate after mid- 

See ELECTORAL, Page 7A 
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U.S. Capitol Police officers stand near a barricaded door with guns drawn Wednesday as protesters try to break into the House Chamber. 


More photos at arkansasonline.com/17dc/. 


(AP/Andrew Harnik) 
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President Donald LT EDNA (left) try to break through a police barrier EEEN at the U.S. Capitol in a scene of chaos that 
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Woman 
shot dead 
by police 
in chaos 


Lawmakers don 
gas masks, hide 
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WASHINGTON — After 
President Donald Trump 
told a sprawling crowd 
of supporters outside the 
White House that they 
should never accept defeat, 
hundreds of his backers 
stormed the U.S. Capitol, 
hoping to overturn the elec- 
tion he lost. In the chaos, 
law enforcement officials 
said, one woman was shot 
and killed by the Capitol 
Police. 

The scene was like no 
other in modern Ameri- 
can history, 
bringing to a 
sudden halt 
the congres- 


TRUMP AND 
supporters 
assailed by 


sional certi- 
fication of 
Joe Biden’s 
electoral 
victory. 
With 
poles bear- 
ing blue 
Trump flags, 
a mob that 
would even- 
tually grow 
into the 
thousands 


world leaders. 
Page 4A. 


DELEGATION 
from Arkansas 
condemns 

the assault. 
Page 8A. 


TRUMP PUT 
in timeout by 
Twitter and 
Facebook. 
Page 8A. 


put a stop to House and Senate action and left a woman dead. Earlier, Vice President Mike Pence officiated a joint session of the House 
and Senate intended to confirm the Electoral College votes. Lawmakers were forced to evacuate, but they later convened to work late in 


the night to complete the process. 
(AP/Julio Cortez) 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
Editor’s note: Frank E. Lockwood, 
the Arkansas Democrat-Ga- 
zette’s Washington correspon- 
dent, witnessed Wednesday’s 
unprecedented assault on the U.S. 

Capitol. This is his account. 
WASHINGTON — One 
hopes to be a profile in cour- 


age when under threat, but 
most of the people locked 
in Wednesday on the House 
floor of the U.S. Capitol — U.S. 
representatives, reporters and 
staff members — were flat-out 
scared. 


Fear is what you feel when 


you watch officials barricade 
the same entranceway used 


(The New York Times/Erin Schaff) 


Reporter hunkers amid melee 


by presidents on State of the 
Union day. 

Fear arises when you see 
law enforcement officials aim- 
ing drawn weapons toward the 
door separating democratical- 
ly elected lawmakers from a 
self-appointed mob. 

And fear is realizing an offi- 
cial has delivered a prayer that 


is uncommonly fervent and 
reverent and real. This wasn’t 
“ceremonial deism” — it was 
an earnest plea for divine pro- 
tection, and I hoped that God 
would grant it. 

I was in Washington on 
Sept. 11, 2001, when terrorists 
targeted the Pentagon and lev- 

See ACCOUNT, Page 8A 


bashed ~~~ 
through Capitol doors and 
windows, forcing its way 
past police officers unpre- 
pared for the onslaught. 
Lawmakers were evacuat- 
ed shortly before an armed 
standoff at the House cham- 
ber’s entrance. The woman 
who was shot was rushed to 
an ambulance, police said, 
and later died. Canisters of 
tear gas were fired across 
the rotunda’s white mar- 
ble floor, and on the steps 
outside the building, rioters 
flew Confederate flags. 
The Senate stopped its 
proceedings, and the House 
chamber’s doors were 
closed. In a notification, 
the Capitol Police said no 
one would be allowed to en- 
ter or leave the building as 
officers struggled to regain 
control. “Stay away from 
exterior windows, doors. 


See MOB, Page 9A 


In the News 


Today’s In the News 
column can be found on 
Page 2A. 
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LITTLE ROCK 
Today Rain. 
High 42, winds ~~~ 
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Democrats Ossoff, Warnock 
win Georgia Senate elections 
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ATLANTA — Democrats 
won both Georgia Senate 
seats — and with them, the 
U.S. Senate majority — as 
final votes were counted 
Wednesday, improving the 
fate of President-elect Joe 
Biden’s progressive agenda. 

Jon Ossoff and Raphael 
Warnock defeated Republi- 
cans David Perdue and Kelly 
Loeffler two months after 


Biden became the first Dem- 
ocratic presidential candidate 
to carry the state since 1992. 

Warnock, who served as 
pastor for the same Atlanta 
church where civil-rights 
leader the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. preached, becomes 
the first Black American 
from Georgia elected to the 
Senate. And Ossoff becomes 
the state’s first Jewish senator 
and, at 33 years old, the Sen- 
ate’s youngest member. 

The Democrats’ twin vic- 


tories in Georgia represented 
a striking shift in the state’s 
politics. They also cemented 
the transformation of Geor- 
gia, once a solidly Republican 
state, into one of the nation’s 
premier battlegrounds. 

The results of the Georgia 
Senate races will reshape the 
balance of power in govern- 
ment. Although the Demo- 
crats will have the thinnest 
of advantages in the House 
and the Senate, where Vice 

See GEORGIA, Page 7A 
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Observers watch an official work Wednesday at the Georgia World 
Congress Center in Atlanta as ballots are counted in Georgia’s Sen- 
ate runoff elections. Turnout exceeded both sides’ expectations. 

(AP/Brynn Anderson) 
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State reports 65 more coronavirus deaths; new cases top 3,700 


ANDY DAVIS 


ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas reported a 
near-record of 65 deaths from 
the coronavirus Wednesday 
as its count of cases rose by 
more than 3,700. 

After setting records for 
the previous four days, the 
number of people hospital- 


ized in the state with the vi- 


MORE RAEN! 
Full coverage of 
coronavirus 
arkansasonline. 
com/coronavirus/ 


rus fell by two, to 1,321. 
Those patients included 

217 who were on ventilators, 

down from a record 224 a day 


earlier. 

Despite those drops, the 
number of virus patients in 
intensive care units set a re- 
cord for the third day in a row 
as it rose to 427. 

That was up from the 421 
covid-19 patients the Health 
Department reported were 
in intensive care as of 2 p.m. 
Tuesday. 


STATES THREATEN sanctions 
over vaccination delay. Page 5A. 


The department’s online 
dashboard later that day list- 
ed the number as 426. 

“We continue to see high 
numbers of new cases across 
the state,’ Gov. Asa Hutchin- 
son said in a statement 


Wednesday. 

“Be mindful of being a safe 
distance and protecting each 
other. It has been a tough day 


with the loss of another 65 of 


our friends and neighbors to 
COVID-19.” 

He added that vaccines 
“continue to be distributed 
across the state to those in 

See CASES, Page 4A 


